-~ ELIOT, Charles William, 1834-1926, Harvard President 40 years,
1869—1909.I Only son of a wealthy and influential man of Boston

and New England, who argued that "a man of affairs could hope for

_ ; a larger sphere of influence and therefore a better prospect of
E ugsefulness than a teacher," Tfied business in daytime, and teaching
a class of boys and men evenings, in 1854, Studied abroad. Declined
: osition as
-~ | attractive offer of/superintendent of Merrimac Mills, Became a teacher
v f of chemistry, Had written his mother: "The very maintenance of our
s - free institutlions depends upon the educationm of the people., Surely

". he holds an honorable and responsible post, who labors in the cause
W y of education." And he added: "I like to teach., I like to understand
MT': a subject with that thoroughness and precision which are indlspensable
ﬂ;): to a teacher., I like to keep my own ideas so clear that others can
. | see them," After he was 80 "he wrote nearly 200 books and papers;"
‘f;/r”} end after his 83rd birthday, once remarked: "I am surprised at what

W

L I am able to accomplish by doing a little work every day." His "New
v :
Jy Education),"publiched in the Atlantic Monthly, February 1869, was "rev-

JW . olutionary and prophetic," and opened his lasting leadership. Harvard
K has been sald to date, not from its founding in 1638, but from his

inaugural address, October 19, 1869, His influence on education of

6 less than college gra&e was no less distlnct-it‘r;:“ His introduction
of the "elective" system. makkmgaxamdxxakhaakx was based on his be-

= lief that "the individual tralts of different minds" had "not been
sufficlently attended to;" and wss epoch making, in both college and
school., And his philosophy 1nciuded "vocational preparation, as a means

= of developing individual usefulness and social security." PFuller de-

tails in John T, Wheeler article, above, p.
-=- R, W. Stimson,



